


A. Balerced HEDds

24 gi€. up:

r4

1Nl

1A

20

2q

UDbalanced llelodg

G6.ne-forcllg:

Preeopilve:

Nornal stlergth (11-23):

II OPBiJING BIDS OF'tHE SYSSEM

2 * - gane oppoglte Yqrbcrough.

2 V, 2 Q - seal two, 6-l-0 poilts, 8k-csrd sult'

3 S up - rule of 2 aJrd 3' solld nlaor vulaerable.

1 +, 1 0, 1 9, 1 A - 5 cards or oore, loorger
(or htguer of equalE ) Eutt.

1 € - ary 4-14-! patrreaI'' L; Lo 31 PatJllE.

2 !,lT - +O tro-aulie!, 5 or nore cald6 1! each'
1, polDts or note,

(!Jl 1-3-3-3 a\d 1^1-3-2 patterle are troateil ae
balanced, regardlesa of holtot ]ocatlon. 5-3'3-2
ls treaied as balal]ced fgr a 1 Nl openilg sherl
the five-oard suit ts a 4:!gE; srd lt lE treated
as balelced for a 2 O openisg regaldXe6s of ihe
8ult. lytth 5-3-3-2 

' 
8.dd 1 lohi to tbe hlgh-card

couni, tut Dot to reach n{ljDlln for a 1 lfT
opentag. )

!2-11 yEg.

15-18 !is.

19-20 lrt6.

2I-23 ptg,

oPB,trl{c

1A

10

1V, 1Q

1NX

2ls

2Q

29,2 q

2$1

3 SUP

s$olrgs

batarxced 1e to U, 19 to 20, or 1-1-4'1 72-1tp, o|| lcog club6 L2 1o 23t
f,orcirg.

1c6g dloiro'lda, Lt, 1o 23t tf 5-3-3-2, L2 to 14 or 18 to 19; lf 5 clubs
a1€o, 11 to 14.

loog eeJor, 1! to 2?t # ,-3-34, 12 to 19.

balalced, 1, to 16; usualLlr lto ,-card najor.

ba1€.oced 24-upi l'Dbelaneeil g€.Ee force.

balaloed 2L 7o 23, It ,-3-3-2 
' 

20 1o 22,

6-ca!d naJor, 6 to 10,

ninor two-Euite!, 15 to 23; f,orctng.

!reeept



,3 '
II l  lHE 14 OPENING

(opeaer hea tlne of tbree patterle: loDg elubs, whicb I wlLl abbrevlaie 'ic,!l
for $ubs; baLalced dl8irtbutlon, abbrevlated I'B,!i for Balanced; aDy /+-4-4-L
disttibuiion of a]]y strergth, whlch I rilL abbrevlabe flA,r for conveDleoce ot,
Lf you plefe!, for Apy. Tflus, 1f there is a ootat ioE "C' ]..2-11' nert to a
rebid by operer, that reb:d sbows Long clubs and 12 to l/+ polnts. J

r. 0:

r-9,  1+:

1 NT:

2&,20|

2 9, 2 q
3e,3Q|

3 9, 3 a
3 Nll

19, 1 A
,4,5 0|

BYA
PASSSD flAND r

1.9 Pas6

OPN.INR

r"  v,  1Q:

1 N?:

2&l

29,2Q|

Re€ponses to 1* (rorclag)

altiftcial, negatl.ve, aqr 0 io 7 golDts but see /r 9, 4 Q.

natural, forcbg though ll$tted' ? to 11; noxlaally /+ cards-or
roore bui couLd be 3 cirds rith;Io 4-card naior or 5-card nilor.

conventLonaL gane folce, 12 porlts up, Eo long Etxoog suit'
onir  

' i i .+r i } \n{ i^n

natural, tronfoacilg, 7 1,o 1L, loag 6ult alxtl Do roaJo!.

aatural, gale-folctng, Long suit wlth 2 of ? top honors,

avtiftctaL, forcing, *-0 two-suite! (at Least 5-1)' 7 1o Lz
lointg, no strength lr1 najors.

16 to Lg lohts, 1-3-3-3 or 1-1-3-2, rlg l-olter naior (3 9' 3 q)

or no maJor (3 NT).

naturaL, negative, Long €ult and freaklsh dt6tlibution'

no ?esponse is forc iog. 1N?,29,2Q,34e]]d30 shor oaxlEun
paoses, 3 I aDd 3 A are Dow pleenrpiive.

1 0 Pa6s Afte! L S1 0 (negatlve, nol:na1l"y flo gane]

sHo11,s

nA, 12-L8r or trB, 12-14n or nC, 12-18f - 
qorua11y a .4-card 8u:t,

but could be 3 cards tf B,

'8, 19-20,' subsequent develolaelt i8 as to 1 NI opeDlDg (q.v.).

oc, 12-18,r natural.

iA, 22 up,fl gane-forcilg, artificial. Responder nust btd 2 9,

"136 
op"nui'now ttas fds 

-siagfeton (2 IjT=V). Natuxal bids fo11or.

nA, :I9-22i or tio, 19-22't - netrrxaL, lowest 4-card najor. RespoDder
nay pass, but aqr actlon i€ aatura.l aJld game-forcing (except

3 tb ovet 2 Q, a preference].



1 4 Pass 1,t Pa€s contilued

OPNNER SIISI{S

2 l'nf t'c, I'7-22 
'" 

ai least -9 
cerds 1! nl.lore (noroally-* 5-?.1' y

4 fu 1, aou]j' be + 6-0 3t Dot true bso-suiter €iDce the! 2 NI
;p*il',i!g), forcilg, subsgqueot blddl.lg is Datural.

?4. nC, 19-22," at least 6 clubs, NoEf,orcing, bub gaBe force if
respoDder acts.

1 & ?ass 19 Pass Afte! 1 &1 V, 1 O (8eot-posiiive 7 to 11 !o'rots,
? forcing)

oPn}lm sHolts

(2 9) eiagle 'tA, I or c, 12-14r" lordalLy 4-card support' dlscoulagiDg'
riars;,: - Reipoader iny trly'tor gaoe llr a side sult in whioh he needs heLp'

Resi@der's 2 wt is progresetve, but suggeets a 3-caf,d naior'

(3 V) JuDp 4-card supporb, gane force' sIa! chances ('A, 17 upn or rB, 19-20'!
i-ui"i, - - dr ,c, ff irp"), New Euit iy respooder is ag!tug *a; 3 llr 16

tllinlFask *b.

(4 9) csne /r-card eutr&ori, no slaD cba'rcea (uA, tr-1?' ot "c, Lr'r7") '
raiEe:

2&:

34t

(z O) new 4-eard suit, forcllg, 1 O io 1 I caD be ary €irelgth, but 2-level
d"it, btds show 15-16 poj-ots or nore ("A, 16-uptr o! "C, 15-up") 8!d are

forcl3g to 2 Nf,.

(3 0) Jlnp s6kiDg-bld *a.
shlft:

(? A) doubh .!at!r€1, neak (-5 (rong clubs) '
Jqnp Ebtft:

1 I'n: dtucoulaglng; !oBa1ly, '8, 12-14' but posstbly ||A' f2-l.'tt-
(1-4-4-l,-ovai' 1 O) or i'c, lr.n No rebtd W res?onder ls forcing;
2 NT €!d junps ele ilrltatl@al'

nc, L2-I1,\ Dodorcbg, dlsqoutaglng.

trC, Lg up,n 6-card 6ult, gar06 force.

2 Nt: gare-forctlg, DollaaLly rB, 19-20'tr bui could be I'C' 17{ptr wlth 
-

64-e-z or,-L*"eLvab1l, i'1'2-2 pattern. Developnelt le natulal'

3 M: garbltag, Icing €olld c1ubs, thortle€s i! maJo!'



2.

1 4 Pa66 2l Paa€ After 1 +2 +, 2 0 (se41-!osttive' 7 to 11
? poit1t6, !o'nfo?ci!g)

oPENrn sHol{s

Pass: ntllfiuD.

nl1d1y progresElye, loaforcllg ('tL, L3-15" or trB, 14.'r or
nc, L1-A6tt). If lespolder Dow b{da a najor, it is a slagietcD

(3 s) staele
!atso

or void.

(4 4) J'rap gane force, slam ch€lces (i'4, 16;qgfi ot ng, 1!-20tr or I'c, U-up!'),
laise: lequests a6kL0g-bid,

29, 2 Qz Daiulal, fdcllog, asks 3-cerd ralse. FellLlg tbls' respoDde! bld€
2 N? Bttb other uajor 6tqpped, or teblds hi6 sutt t-iihout the
stolEer.

(3 9) j1l@p asktl1g-bld.
shifi:

2 NX: gsne fo"ce, toleralce for responderrs 8l'Io". Responde" btds 3 M
ot rebLds tolno! vlth ntDSJruD. 1t''lth ulbalanced na*LduD, re6poatler
nalr bid a 6irglet@ or votd.

3 lfl: c@c1uslve,

1 4 ?aea 2 NT Pass After I 4-2 I'lT (eent-poslttve, 9 sards at least.
? in d:ro!s, Do tnajot 8toppet6, forobg)

OPINIR SHOWS

3 4, 3 9t Digco{ragfug ptefereocer lolforcil1g. nesp@der oslr coDttnue by
bldding shorte! najo!,

4 &, 10t g€De folce, 61en chalceE. Re6lotrder [ust bld naJor silgl'etoD or
vold if he ba6 cDe,

5 &, 5 0t coDclusive.

3 M: both raJolE stopped.

3 9, 3 az asHng-btd *4, rtth cluls pt'o!-161o!e1Ly sss{Eed as ilu0ps '



1 q, Pasa
?

1 NT Psss After 1 ill M (garoe force, alv distrihdico

--but oobe other opiLon6: resp@de?
doe€ lqL have requlren€Dts foa 2 V,

'24.3*,30,39'  3 0,3Nl)

O?ENM

2q

srcl{s
nC, f2-23,tt Respooder ney now bid --

!!: club Eug)ort (Do najo!; offers cholce of galoes) '

JW-e!l!!,: asktlg-bid, clubs t:urq$,

4-:gr clrs f1t, great strength' requests tbat opene! aak'

a-0,.1-9.-e-4: gelufue €uLi, 4 cards ot nole (sults- showa
il] nornal- orier). Opener, wittt alv 12-15
pottrts 

' 
4gL rebid 2 I'IT (or, Tlth 4-caxd

sulDort aDd side silg1etoo, llgp raxse'/'.
l4liiL 15-up, opener ebows a €ide-s*it' reiaee
responaer i{tn 4 cerds, rebtds 3 + or Jlll0ps
to3l tT.

2 NI: balallced hs!d. Op€ler, witb L2-1, lolnts and,6qy
Dettem. !8rst rebid 3 t'IT. wlth Eore, he rebldg an
-a siae iutt or' with !one, 3 + (over.ihis l-rt'-,-
respoDiler t 6 3 0 is a relay: opebea DlcrE- L-IA w'Iln

54L3-2, ni:s Ehorter or lower nsjor wltb 6 or nore
clubs ).

{,{, t6-upn o! r!8, 19-e0, " wf +3-3-3 -- natural,.the-cheaper_o!
ctaoest-4-card 6,rft. lf teEpoDder oow bida a Buit, it Erl6t oe

" 
;:;;;"i. otberwise, t"upottdur bide 2 Nr, and opener- gbcnqs

alothe" suli (, NT=6; 3 4 is alwsys 4-4-4-L iDcLudlDg cruD6'''

'8, 12-14.n Rd8poad€a Id4Y D(,tr bid -

gry-ggugr cloaes the auctionj

3 4: Esks o!e!e! to btd /+-card suitg w-the-1lDe (3 NT=
ody +). If responde! blds e lef, suit over tlre
t"piyr'op*"" bl-ds a sesond suit at ibe 3-Level 

' -
ui?rs- 3 NT to ddlir ooe' or 6bows a flt wtth reslonder
bY ace-steps *c etartlng wltb 4 +.

2-9-3-g-3-Ar natural, 
'-carde!€. 

Opeoer delles sr4tlort
with e iuit at tbe 

'-leve1 
or 3 l'll' fie

Ebors supPolt by aco-EtePs *c steriing at

t'.4,. 12-1rrt - ih€ sult Is olelerts Elngletc0x, Besporder caD Dow

stgn off ta aqy game ccEtlact, or bid a Dew 6ult uldef game, ao

wblch opener will reBltoDd 1! aoe-aiepe |ic.

"B- 19-20fi vflb F3-3-3 €hape. Reepcoxder nay Dolt btd 4 6 to
fl;d the /,-card euit (opeuer alawers 4 NT ulth cfub€)'

2 O, 2 9,
2 Q:

2 Nf:

3&,
39,

3 r{T:

3 0,
? Q.:



7, .

1 .F Pass 2I Pas6 After 1 *--2 V, 2 4 (Datu"al. game-force' at
? leasi 5 cards incl"udiry 2 ot 3 tap

hono"6 i rith weaker sult, lrhe 1 Nl
response is avallable)

oP$,tm $i014ts

2 l{I: poo"er EutrDo"i iha! Q-x or x-t-r.

3 &: doubleion hc,Do!.

? A. +rin1-+^n ?l^n^r

raise: tbree sEall.

other naJo!: four to sn ho4o".

3 NI: four soa11.

1&r rrc, 19-up," no Bupport.

Over 2 NT, responale! toay rebld hlE 6ult to ask for ].egser support, or bid
a new suii to aBk for ,/r-card €ulDort there (opener suplo"ts {rith ace-stepg *c
starting at 4 +)i or j1]Iop in a oew suli to aak xa (but 4 V after 2 Q ls
natr,lral, ,-5); o! junp-rebid i! a solld 6ult.

Over lebidE ebowlDg euppolt, respoDd€r nay leltDqdsh cont"ol nith a el4ple
rebld or ? NT. Ile nay slgn off at gane (but o?ener, virtually ud'i&ited, eay
contloue). 0r, he !0ay Idale a! asking-bld xa ln a new suit,

14 Paas 3O PaEs Aftetr14-- ,*30(natrralgade-force, l ikely
? 6-card Eult ilcludixlg 2 of top 3

holors )

OPENFT SHOWS

3 l.II: poore" sutrDort than Q-! or t-x-E, not a huge h6!d' lonfolclng.

$ 9, 3 4 ace-steps *c shcrrl.ng suppcrt.
1$, 1o)
Fl"st ,4 6teps:

(i, V) poor sulDor4, buge halil.
5tb eteP:

i{hen opener has shou! sul4)ort, respcnder rs , Nl fu a tnrQ-ask xb' other
deveLopDelt LE es after tbe iuop tn xoaJor.



L * ?s€E 39 Pass Afier 1&'3 9, 3 q, 3 NT (16-18 potr'+'e, /r?-3-3
? ot 1-1-3-2; tbe lssponse le Io tbe

lower 4-card roaJor if one i6 held)

OPENM SHOWS

3 Qt natulaL. Responder deDles 4 spades !rL+,h 3 $!, efftrBs viib
ace-ateps xc,

3 llT: stghcff.

1*t ratural, €sks for 3-card sulpor!. 4 l,lT deales, ace-sieps afftt6'

1 lt Daiural, agke for 4-oerd suplort. /. N! dedl€s, aco-steltd affir!'

najor raise: sigBaff.

19, l, Qz rhen urbid, asH.Dg bid *a flltb pa!tne! !s najor (or, tf 3 NT,
club€ ) a€ trlEps.

/, NI: Bleekl'cod.

After lDtelference Over I 4

ooe-1eve1 overcall: tler-suli btds (1 I through 2 0) reiat! tbeir eearings'
f l{f fs etlff a gere force, but it plomlses a stopper; tbe cue-bid iE the ga$€
force rithout . itopp"r. Double ie- for petlaLiieE, except orer r" 4 (tFn,
doubl.e i6 !gCgl|&: iLplcs1ly, a oatural, ftee 1 lfl lespoDse over f, 9r '

Tro-club ove!ca[: 2 NI lE !atura]., oonforeirg; 3 + ls gsne force; letr
Eulis are fo"cil]g fof, cme ?ouDal; dotDle ls for peualties.

gg4Q--8gg!9g!l: notnrnp ls DaturaL, nonforcfug. New suits ale dne-roulcl
forcee, but t ofub bld 1s i loaforcbg rraioe, tr cue-btd tE a gane-forolltg
tateout, Double 16 penal-ite6,

Dqlbfe: redo\rb1e ie tbe clly 6i"ong bld (bui lot g€lte-forctlg) ' New eultB
are nooforcllg, a:ld L Nl 6hows club suPport, ?-10 potnts '



9.

Iv be 10, 19 o" 10 Openi lg

(lbe€e ofrestngr ai"e ttot*a dry W the falLule to foroe to gaoe ultn 2 S;
they rtl.X be &pt tpelr & 3-1 &lrLt,€, Ot€ser llr@lses et least t oer& i! h1s
sult, sail ded€s eq.d !.EDgt!. td a htgler-iarklllg sutt. Tbe auotlcoa f,olloirilg
L 0 dlffer sXlglif.y frl'n tbose follorLDg the nsJor openlags becsuse t$e reFpoeaa
of 1lrl l€ Dot fdclDg la EDsr€! to 10, aB lt tR to 10 o 1 Q.)

R€spoo3es to 1 0, X V, 1 0

NE.gPO DM SHtrS

Paaa: 0 to 2, 3 potnte,

One-over-me; aolrelly ? polatg or nore (oay be leEs to f 0), fcclag.

tto-over-de: 10 pobt6 or er€, forcLtg.

JrEp 8llft3 asklrg-btd r.a.

1. *Tr 4 to 9 potnts, no6forolJcg to I 0 bui forctlg to X V or
1 Q (1f teepcodar later p"ovEs to bold a €ult he qould have
blit et tbe @€-l€vel, be hss /+ to 5 loLats ),

2 NX! 12 io 14 lofuts, baleroed, gale force. lralr hold 4-oald
DaJor.

3 M: f5 to 17, balaoed, 6t laagt Q-x lD opeo€r's sult '

Sirq}le laLse: 4-9 !or.!t€ to I 0, 4-? to I 9, 1 Q (dth 8-9, del.eyed
retEe--l M flrst).

Jl,|U) relae: g8&6 fdrGe, s16a ohstoea ta naJor. Suggedtg thai opeDer
aak.

Cane raLse: st!@g tnq)€ Eid di.€ir.tbution. To eaJoa, 4 *.1 eoe;
4 0=2 ecaE; 4 naJou!.o eoe€.

!v a pas€ed brsl, ert bld6 reiatn ibet! Deadsg but are, of co!r6e, ltdlied.
Junp shtftg sbor n.x{r$n paesee; la E el-De to a cajcr ope|ll3g, ih6y shor
3-cerd supFort (ead fuq fn I ufu@ t€Dds to d€By tt).

1 I Pas€ 1 0 Pase After ona-over-@e
?
OPXNTR SHOI{S

(2 9) Et[ple rebtil: 6 carda, i2 to 1r, dlecouragirg.

e9, 19) Juup rebld: gaE foroei 1f op€qcea double-J'!E)6 to gaoe, that Ls f,ealer.

(2 0) st[ple rals€r 3-c8rd crr ,lFqalit support, loDfctrstrg, 12 to 1r.

O A, 1$ $Dp ral6e: g€ne f,orce, 4-card rupport, sLaD ilterest, double-Juq) io
geE 1E vsaler.



10.

19 Paes 1Q

OPSNffi

(2 +) llew euii;

(3 0) Jurp Ehtfit

l  NTl

PasE

, MJI

19 Psss 24
't

OPENER

(2 9) siryle rcbld:

(3 9, 19) ftsP robtd:

(3 6, /' +) raisel

(2 0) lew sutt:

(l 0) Jr:np eliftr

2 rr:

coDilmred

sHo![s

forobg, €nblguolls ai oEe-leve1 but 16 ?obts rtp ai tuo-
l,eveL.

askltrg-b1d *a.

12 to 1t, arttflotal, f,qglgg' eJllr Xsttern vlttr drry

'-card 
sutt. NoiY respcoder loair .-

gCA!981,-qEgEef: acoforctlg 6t two-leveli J14p to
tbree fcE c!rg; double-Ju[F to fout treal<er'

Le!1g-.hle-e*tt! sLqtr)le rebLd !@forclllg' J'rslt
retio unfi.ni.tea. gene lebld weaker'

Egi-sg|.-€!t!: noofoactlg at ttto-level' gare force
(5i-5) at thlee-Xevel.

Ictge.-!9--?-U.: gaDe force. l{beo opener haE alde

1-cerd=uit, be rias it ir blgher-re*i!9, or.
Teblda hLs ilrst sutt if second le loFer-ranx1r1g',.
Tlhe! opene" has slde :-card 6ult, he bide 1l:. ltn"
,44-, , oqer.e.r sulDolts re€trloDder t s €1xlt w11tr J
cards, iaiies to 3 NT vltb 2 cards'

1? loillts ult, gane folce.

g€lbltng.

Pase .After two-oveF@e

sll$ts

12 to t4i ltotlte, Doo.f,€chg' could bave Eide sult' Now'-

i"uo*a"i 
"* 

f6rce rlth a-!ew Eult, a Jl.up rebid o" lrith
2 Ni. A ralse is bvltati@a1.

gEDe forse, st8p1e JuDp stroDge! iheD double-iiap to ga!!e '

lD Efuors, uoforclag, whl-Le iulltr) raise iE very strolg;" il:

hearta, sirple ralEe forciDg, lthl-I€ iultp to fouf, ls wear'el"

gsee fo"ce, 15 Pobi6 or no!e.

askbg-bld *a.

g6!e force, 15 poltrt€ or !o"e, Fobably 
'-3-3-2'

garlbli!9.



11.
i  i . . i

. l- V Pa6s 1 l,IT Pasa .qft€r L l,lT

OPENB SIOWS

(2 9) siEple lebid: Elgnoff,

(, V) juq, rebidr htgbly twttattonal but nonforclag.

(a +) lew sulf,: !@forclag, ao extra values wflese reverEe (thgD 16 polrts
or oore). ldl]]or nay be 3 csrds afier naJox operdng.

(3 0) JlEp shtft: latural, gane foroe.

2 ltT; 16-18 potats afteT Eajor, baLeJlced but couTd be 5-1-2-2.
,{fter I 0, nore Llkely 18-19, but could be r,'eale" if
5-1-2-2 @ 6-3-2-2.

3 l,ll: 19 potlts up after raJori ganbltEg after 1 0.

other Sequerges

Afier 2 I{I resp@se (L V-PasE-2 M-Paos), opener rs aen Eult show6 utbalance, Dot
extras. openerts 

"ebld 
of flTsi 6ult gets ace-step responses xc l{ith sq)port,

3 l{f wttbout, Junp shift ls a.skil]g-bld.

After s+qEe raise, De[ 6uli lE long-sult gaoe try (!at1Ea]", forclrlg, sfte!
1 0-2 0).

After luup 
"al6e, 

aev euli ls askbg-bltt *a.

.lfle! Iltelference

lree 1 Nl: norfolcing, and opeDerrs lew sult ls folclng,

lbghf,g: peeelties; if 1 Nf or 2 }fl (uluEual) overca11, on].y stroag actlodl,

.g*!14: askhg-btd J.a; Jrep-cue iB void pLue fi.t, I to 11.

all other bids are lechenged t! ueaIrilg.

Igkeor$ doubl-e:

EegBg&: 10 potsts or rore, oD\r uDllaited actioD.

L!9, 7 to 10 tr|oirts, fli fcr opeoer.

&!EEg: preeq)tlve, all leve1s.

n@__cgi!: treak n16f1t; junp shtft preenptlve.

!gS.:0to9polDts.



L2'

v fhe 1Nl Openbg

(t wr pronises 15 to 3.6 polnts, bal&ced dlet"lbuilca, lornal-ly no ,-card
o6jor but codd be 5 bearts with 16 po!!t6, srxd pg! 16 potats if 5-3-3-2, )

Re6p(E6eg

P€EE r O to 7 baLarced,

2 42 stay!061, aot'nally ? ptaie q, but could be rc8}.

2 Qt forcea opener to rebld 2 9, 4d thea Paea re6poltde!'E 2 q, 3 4 or
3 0--ths, u6ually a 'rprelude to slgloff. " Bui cot4d be
specializ6a stloDg btd lf re€p@de! rebids 2 IfI, 3 ltT, or 6ult
f!c@ 3 I up.

29, 2 4t Datural, Boefo"cbg but lnvltatLonal, 
'-sara 

sutt, 5-6 pot!t8.

2 Nl: llatulal, 8-9 pobts.

3 +, 3 0 !etura1, g6le-forobg, 81aD tnterest. Operer bids 3 NT nttboui
3 9, 3 4t EuI'l)ort, aDd shw6 support lty ace-Etep€t xc.

3 Nl: soasluslve,

1 &, 1 Q. t"arsfe"s (4-V, e); weaker th€n dtaect btd.

19, 1 4z 7 f,ru4) rtiDers, aothlDg oD 8lde. opeler nay b1d on if naxlloun.

4 ltT: Blaokrood.

5 4, 5 0: ccBcl-u6Lve,

1 lU Pa€s 2 & Pase After 2 4, Siqltlal
?

oPu{nn $st[s

2 O 15-15 poi-nts, botb raJors. Nor' respo4ldeate 2-1eve1 blds are
6{gooffs; his 3-leveL blds are foeclng ald gsb ace-step aD$ters;
4 4, ,1, 0 are trsnBfers and ,4 9, 4 0 are to p1ay.

2 9, 2 q; 1r-16 pobtg, tbat Dajor. Now, reslonder roqv: slgn off et 2 NT,
' 

3 +o! 3 O (opeler nalt bld over 3&ot 30 rith good flt); or force
wttb a etDple lalse or wLtb the other naJo!, sld get ace-siep
le€poDses; or PaE€; or bld ga@.

2 NT: 1r-16 ?ol!ts, !o Eajor. Now, resp@der may: elgn off ll1 , + or
3 0 (opener roay continre nlth good flt); or force wlth 3 V or
3 Q (opeoer, ?,'lth ,-ca!d eutrtpolt, glves ace-€tep aoBlrers r; o"
bld gare; o" !a€6.



l* 
lase 2Q Pas6 cdrtl- lued

oPErr-m $0l4's

3 S 17-L8 polltg, l]o najor. Nor, lespoDder eqy: €lg! off at , 0 (be
used StayDa! ol1 a bad haDd); or fcrce'wLtb 3 9, 3 A, 1&, 1Q
(ace-step if flt, Dotrulp othe"wlge); or sign off iD gaae,

3 0' 1?-18 potuttE, both !aJo!s, ca@ blds ale eigtroffs, and 3 I ard
? Q get ace-8teps.

3 9. 3 a: 17-18 potots, thai oaJor. Respooder eay ElgD off $ gaae, or bid
3 q, 1* o! 4 0 asktag for ase-steps with eupport.

l- NT Pa6s 2 O ?ass 
-qfter 

2 O (forctug opener to 
"ebid 

2 9)
2P Pa€s ?

nI"SPONDBIS
RIBID SIIOIIIS

PaeE, 2 + absolute ElgDoff fu the €ult.
3&,3Q2

2 M: edts opener to blil 6ults ltp,the-lile (oftea 5-cs!d Etuor phs 4-ca"d
loajor bld EIan latereet), Suits that responder sbows at ,-leve1
are as€ureal to be 4 calds, at 4-1eve1 to !e ,-ca!d6, opener
eq)potts, if be caD, by ace-stepe.

3 9, 3 a slsn t!f,f, sutt that regds ro suplolt, orener alr6we"s by S=
1*, 101 bf€fn+ hie cheepeEt ace (the ooly cue-biddtug sequence i! the

systee].

3 M: ga&e-gotDg lt-o tlro-suiter (, at least t1r each), opele" [ay: pass;
give prefererxc.e wtth 4 +, /' 0i o! look for slar with 19 ot 1 q'
trqulrtng about losers ilt thai 6uit (wlttr 2 lo€ers, 5 Si Ylitb L
loEer, /r Nx; with 0 lo€ere, ralse); or Blactqrood wtih 4 NT.

lfter Interfelence

@8ell:

double: peleltles (o$f@a1 by opeoer).

stsl)l,e sutt bldi nat!ra1, coqretiilve (even a 0 over 2 4 overcalL).

2 Nl: lrvttailoaral.

cue-bid: fcEce, suggest€ op€aer b1d a najor,

$lop: force, gel€ ace-stepE Fith Butr&ort; otbelvlse 3 N]T wlth stoppef, or
cue-bld without. 1*, 1Q arc JrrEps, lot traasfers.



-alter (m) lnterfeleDce ocatiflre'l

De$fc:

ledouble: o!ry str@g bid.

al'l Euit bidsr !at!ral' tfft 4 €' 4 0 8tt11' tralr€ferE '

@-.eL?-3"-Slerges
pass: xohtoJn, tro najor, !9 club EtqDer' g&ts siopper, anEryels 2 N? as

troma1.

redouble: uaxl&un, no &aior, @ club stotrtper. U:i!!QEL 6torDe?, eaetrers

3 * as loreaL.

YI t1re 2V' 2 0 Opentlgg

(![eak tflo-btdE, 5-card suit, 6 to 10 poitrt6 )

Ralee 16 preet0tr*lve; gaee bid 1€ cc,oclusive. Nerr sult-iE. forcllg, asks 
-for

sup!or!. 2 NT force€ op*e" to-".tia 3 * ald pass 9 "g-"gi 
!ld; tf 

"espoDder
tlA rebids tbree of, opener ts sult, ihts ls a gaoe ilvttaiioo'

vII Tlle 2 lE Op€|rtag

(,4. *-4 two-sutter, at 1ee€t 5 calds b each' 15 pollJs o! [ore--liniied eEly

by faihre to open 2 *i lf r +-or I 0 opeoer sh;s's ui tdth loLoor tro-sulter'
he $as too weal for 2 N!.)

Reapohssa

3 4, 3 0t veak pleferelce. opeDer ls agked to pa€€' blll nsy oeke 
-e -veak

tr:r for gaae rtiu i ratse to four', or e eirog try by btddilg
his strolter naJor.

14, 1 O't girc'lg pregete4ce, Dqforolbg. OpeDer ls lDvited to go oo to gase'

? 9, 3 4t garoe-folctag preference (C+, 4=O). operrcr Dolt 6how€ e dnLouo
iv tlaaiog {rti r"ai""t.a'tr"*, 6i stt"i'e e:dra !€1ues }y bddilg

im. lry otbe! 6lep1e bid ls-sn askilg-bld r€; a Jl'lnp i! a

najor shoYts a vold.

? NI: oatural, siotrtl)ers i! toajore.



VIII Tbe 2 * OPeDlng

(Ihe straDg 2 4 opetljllg 1.6 levelr sbaded. '|'llih a baLslced ha!d' the ,
nttlim]m is 24 poiltg. llltb a! ulbelsJrced hsJxtl, tbe test lE wbethe! g6ae is

Likely oXrposlte a 1-3-3-3 b'aet, )

Re€polrses to 2 4 (step leEpoDses ehot'ilg cot1t!ole--A=2, K=l-)

RBSFoNSE Sllolls

? 0:

DO.

2Ql

2 NI:

342

O-1 or 5 or ncre oqrtlo1s.

two kt4gs.

ibree killgE,

c&e ace, coe king.

4 coDtroLs,

Datul€l, khg-quaen-€irih o! louger, Do ouJeiale ace or" kingl

Qreaer nay: 6ig! off 1! trotni!4); or bld his.suit; or,.he Gan Jurap
l-n a 6ult to ask for a 8fugleton there; or iux0l) 1ll Eotrullp !o
esk for ertla lengtb or sLde queenE.

3 9, 3 A
1&' 101

Develq)neat

Wltb a ba1€lced hand, opeler rebids,cheaply l! Dotnq), forcilg excepi over

, 0 (;;;,-o;;;;'^*i t"ira^a Nr wrtn 26-up). - Now, respcoler.navl,"le :fl lv
raisins notfl8p: or bld cLubs to a6k for najors (o-both' NT=lelther); or DId a

;:;;'";i- G-d";" 
"* 

ili tv op*"t ls ia as:iiag-utl *a,.rhile a lalse is

t!Eg:!!!g--!n1ess the reepoase Eas 2-O--s!d asks for auit qu€l-ity, by etepBi the
?Gt step sbon€ O-1 points t]] the 8ult, the secood 6tep 2 poilts, eto'J'

Wlth sn unbalsnoed haDd, opener bids hls €ult or €ults llx no"n61 order'
Reeponder mlst r616e wlth 3 6arae; otherwlse, he blds a ,-card 6uit or Dotnup'
If ie blds e new €uli and opeDer iaises, thti asks for sult-quallty steps abov6'

OleDe" can bld 4 M direotly ove! ihe coatrol-showtug regpon6e to ask
r""p*i"t to ldeutify hls coDtrois (fittt! two aces or klngs 

' 
the cheape! fir6i;

'!dth a! ace alld a klng, the ace ftret).
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Ix lbe 2 O Opentng

(2 O showe e balalced batd of 21 to ?3 polstg, or 20 to 22 if the patiern
fs 5-3-3-2. lJf b3-)-3 

' 
1-1-3-2, or 5-3-3-2 b'frds of approgclate Et"ength

nust be opeled 2 0.)

Respoisea

29r srliftoial, asks opener ts pBtterD. Probab!'y Eealobbg for 4-4
fti. Opener aIxlrye!6--

2-Az 5'3'3-2 thale. N'o!t' 2 lfx teus opeoer to bid bi€ loog
suit.

Nt 1'3'3-3 sbape. Ncry, 3 4 aeks for ihe loag sult
(3 I'iI={') .

j-l,, a!, a9, 3-1tr: 1'1-32, ctfjawr 4-oard 6uit (3 NT=eo)'
tlow, refiy-""[s ro" othe! suit (3 l'lT=relay suit).

2 * arttflctalr folces oleae! to 1€bid 2 l{:l and pass at hLs nelct tulm,
Used to pliy notluul) flon the rtghi slde, or to slgn off at
the three-1eve1.

2 NI: artifLcl61, asks olener to bld 4-cand euit ln rhloh he ha6 2 of
3 top h@oiE, or ta Jlup l"! a good ,-ca3d sutt. U€ed to avotd
Elan Lo neak sult.

3 *, 3 O tratl.rra1, Long strong suit. o!€ne! bide 3 NI vithout sutr4)orl as
3 9, 3 Qt good ae Q-J, Q.l-x, or x-x*r-8. Wlth €uppofb' he gtveq a9e:

it"pu *". lf lesp6nderts long eutt is weatr, tre $'i11 bid 2 V
first and the! eho', h1€ 6ult,

ga.rde: concLusiye.

14, 10t taarEfers to 4 V, 4 Q.

In all sequeace€ fu rrhlch opetrer ehowe s1F!ort, he aloe€ so by aos-steps.



x Defenelve Biddtug

r'7.

I@$-&@le

sirongly nejor-crielted (double of a najor gua!€rxtees 4 caldo tu other;
doubl"e of ninor guar€ltees at leagl 4-3 in najore), Si.ulle res?co6e r,/eak (may
be 3-card t!ajo!), i1i!p re6p@6e nco?orcilg, cue-btd @l.y gase foloe.

'YariabLe at oe-1eve1, gqod suit at two-lerel. 0ue-bid respolrse i6 general
force, gar0e tuterest. 2 NT resp@se forclng. tfuit iup ral8e, lew 6ult€
l|onfo!cilg.

- 
a*** r* be tlco-suiten, New sult t! respoDBe forcilg.

Gale foroe (except 1 +A!, rhicb le latural; 2 NT ts the ncue-bidr over
1 +). Howeve!, vhe4 oppoEtenig have bld tEo suits, cue-bid shors weak two-suiier
in oissi]1g suits, €hortneoe in €utt bid (double shosE tbe saDe suits but nole
hleb cards ).

NotruEp Ov€rca1le

1m te L5-16, 2 NT is lmusua1, 3 l{X ls garbu!]g.

Oser 1 I{l

Double ls for. pe!.aLties. 2 + lE takeout, prtEarlly for Eaiolg (responderrs
only foace 19 2 ln). Overcalls are dtstribtttoBal, JuqI) overqallE are st"ong.
2 M is game-goiBg icle-bld. r

over Pf,eenDte

We€k 2ts: Double 16 fo! penaltieg b dlrect posltlotr, for. Ba.lcre i!
reopeDlng seat. 3 + tu for takeout i! eitber losittoa (!ot lajor rlented i!
/rth eeatj,

Tbree-btds: Doubl-e l.€ p€Daliies tr! botb po€tttoD6, sod the oheape. filior
is for takeout.

Four-bids: Double ls for penalties, aod /r M ls for takeou! (eay be
two-suiter).

BalancinE

SlepLe ove"ca11 denLes op€nlng btd, Juq) overcsll 16 lntrereedlate. 1 NT
sbos6 9 to 12. 2 NI shows 1? to 20. DoubLe follooed by aotrrq) 6hons f3 to L6.



1p

XI SleE BtddtDg

flxere are aLEost Do ccrxtrol-sbowing cue-bids dre the gy6ten. A bld thai ootnde
Lik6 a cue-bid (1 4--, 4, 4-4) ls a Culberteoll ,1"sktrg-Btd; lf li Eourds 1lke an
advalce cue-bld (1 NI--3 4, 4J$, tt ts 1tke1y to be a €tep lespoD€e showing
the luober of aceE, odd-gollndfug Dotr1nll) bids (f (,--3 9, 2.113), €Ed Dotru0p
blds aftef eskil]g ale trump-ask€. These tlfee devlcee oarrTr nost gf tlte load'
but Blsckryood aDd tbe Gra]ld Slae Fcrce are evailable a1so.

(A) tskire-Blil€

A bld ls a! tra€ldrg-bldn i.f tt 1s: (1) e flep shtft ove! a legl'tl.Date suit
bld, where a €tup1e eblft would be forotug (1 V-?-e, but not !y a les6ed baad
--1 Q would be ooofoncilg--; and lot over 1 S-not a real Eult); or (2) a oew
suii after a f,ir& tl1Ep agrieneot (r O--r O, 3 a--L-*); or (3) the cue-btd !y
opelrer o! f,eslorder of ovelcallerrg guit, after E re81 Eult has beeD bld
(i 9--r- A--?-e, but not I N1--2 0--Lq).' rf no tluDp 6ult hag bee! e4)1tcj.ily
agleed, the aekfug-bld geleraLly fixe6 parbrer rs legt bid aE trusp6.

Uabalaoced hslde are nost suitable tq do the aekiDg, whtle bal8llced haDds
should teod to neke q stroog ralse ald theD Ig!!J to ssklDg-bids. A! lebaLalced
bard will- of,teB as* llx ihe long side suit.

The respooee to a]] a€klag-bld ghowE: (a) vbether af- lot reslooder lras,a
fi!6t- or Ee-ocod.-rouad controi in tbe esked 6ult, a]]d (b) wlrat eces he bo1ds.
The negatlve reEpcDse ls al]rsJs the ltiDfuoua biit in the agreed tnep suit-i aDlr other
lespoDse is poeiilve. For the tabLe be1q, aesl4e tbat the aucti@ bas beerr
1 V--3 9, 33 -- that 1€, bearle are tflEps 

' 
and the est lE in Epades.

RE.SPONSE SHOWS

4V:

lr Qt

1+l

59|

3l '1I :

4 NTt

50|

5 NTr

OV:

st@roff tn tndpg, No c@tro1 fu Elradesi or gecolal-lguofl gpaile
ocDtaol. but no ace,

raiee of ask suLi. Ace oa vold l! spades, no othe! ece'

ner sult. Ki!g, slngl.etcdx or voiil i! spadee plu€ tbe club ace
(and ao ottter).

Juno 1n 
-tnldp$" 

Kt!g, €tllgletc,]o o! vold iD Epadgs plua tfie tn!!tr)

m{plsuld not}o$o. Kturg of FpadeE plus t1?o oiber ace6, ot ace of
Epedes trt ua @e otber ace,

juffp trr not?us!. Klng or sfugletotr spade p1u6 ihree other aces,
or ace of Epades pha two oihe! acee.

l1llm Ln new 6uit. Sfugleio[ spade plus tleo other ace6, of which
dlaBonds 16 the olreaper.

Jrap h ask sult. Tgid l.r1 sladeE plus two aces.

double-furEp l.a notrunp. Fout aceg.

doubLe-Jusp ilr tfltap€. Void ln apsdes plua tb?ee aces.



(a) Asktlc-Btds conilnlled

Su@aryr Wtthout cootlol Ln the asked 6uli or stiboul ar ace, slgn off ll1
truEl)s, wtth c@troL and ggg-lggt btd the sult of, the ace, Jrellrg lf lt ls
trl![ps. wlth tEo aees aod ccdlilol! bld rctlltqp, bub lf tbe oaqtrol ls a sllgletcat
vlih two outslde aces Juup t! tbe cbeaper; ald if tbe c@tro1 Ls a vold) Jtsp 1!
the aEk aul.t. WIib three aces ald coDirol, Junp t! DotfiEp; but lf the colixo].
fu a vold, double-Juop lD irlrEps. m.th four aoe€, double-J@p h !ot!uop.

Noie: rnbea !e6po!ale! i.6 ltdted to belov opeDtDg-btd EireDgth (he passed
o!tgi.rG11y, for instalce), there are tro tlodlfl€ticr]e; rlih Beoord-lound spade
control aldl ao ece, he bids trqtrlep tustead of stglllcg off; rdtb tlo aoe of
spadee pLua aloiher aoe , or H.ng of spadee p1u6 tro other aces , lte .t!&g fu
ootruq) tustead of btdd:og the ntlrluu! Dotriep. Wbs! the otr)edlg 18 2 4,
resporral€t alwqy6 gives these rrveak-haDil' Teplles.

Orer aqy rep\r, a "subsequelt asltr oalr be nade La eloiber Eult. If ibe
reply {as legative, the resporses to ihe ltEr as} are ldeDiical io t}roae above.
Iiowerer, lf the reply vas po€ltlve th€ asker ls assur0ed to bor tbe locatlco of
fllsi-roud oontrols, ar]d so to be s8klirg about qecold-rould coDtrols. llle
re€IroDaea: plibout gecoDd-lourd cc,Dtrol ln the aaked sutt, 61gD off t! tlunps;
nrith tilet seccDd-lolJrld ccotrol ar1d !o other, bld notrulnp; wttb tbai €ecoDil-round
corltrol pl-qs other or othels, bid tbe sult of ibe cbeaper; rlth a vold 10 trhe
aeked 6ult, ralse the a6k,

Note: 1te ktlg of tluEps ls rev€r ao ttoihero secqd-rourd oqltrol. It lE
6btrD oDry 1! aaaver to lg&g€39,,

A ttsrrbsequeDt agkr !c tbe sare sult, a "releat aek,tt llqulres: eboui
secold-rorEd ccatlol ta the agked Edt riea f,t;t-rorme'contiol (a!d !o otber ace)
bas beetr promlaed; about thlrd-roud ocoirol wh€D Epeclflcally Eecotrd-fi)uod has
bee! prodsedt and lt a6*€ partDer to elqrlfy bJs acea lthen he ha6 sbowr iqo or
tlree,

(8) truDp-A8k6

Tbe ace of in@!s ls €how! l! reepoDae io norpal askbg-btd€, but ihe klng
€!d queeo of trualg are neve! Eo Ebc{rp. lry aotrunp bid afte" flrn 6uli agree-
neDt, o! after 1xevlol.lsly naki'lg a! agktug-btd, ls I ttuap-€Ek. Aga$' ihe
aegatlve reepcose le a nidn\u leiurr1 tq ibe trisp 8utt. fhe posliive respoDsea
ale by etepa, 6k1!pl!g over truo!8,
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(B) Truop-lsks

1"9 ?ass 39
3 I\T Pass ?

BlD STNP

1* 1

10 2

1q 3

4NT 1

19 signoff

sH01l,r6

duaAn 
^f 

+frm

Llnd 
^f  

+mnna

ki.rg of tfilops plua aD urdiscLosed tnnp

ktDg-quoe! of trulps

klng-qlee! of iruq)s plr6 s! undlscLosed tfitnp

oo klng o" queeD of trtsps

(C) Ace-Steps

ln nost ga$e-forciag auctlong i! whlch ole partner is going io sul4ort the
otber, he does 60 t6r sho.!!'i!g hcM !a:{jr aceg be holds ln Elacl:wood-1lke steps.
lilbetr he ts bgE to have sq)port (say, he has showD both najors lll elswer to
StayEeE, ald p€.Ttaer tbe! btds 3 9), the steps 6tart with the nexl higher bld;
whe! sr44)ort tE g&oorvn, the steps skip over Dotrurq), the deDial; usually the
steps siart at 4 ltf reservilg aLI tbtoe-leveL bl.de for delial of auplorl.

ST!P SHOWS

1l O or 4 EceB

2: 1 aco

Jr 2 aces

1. 3 acea

ii,lrcn the euppcd'te? l€ kro. 'n io be too veak to bold four aces (wheD b6 bae sirown
a balarcedl 12-!1, to! hs1.'ence): step 1 lE 0 or 3 aceE, step 2 is ooe ace, 6tep
3 ia 2 aces.

lillFn the responder to ao asklng bid has prevlously 6hore! aces by steps, he
show6 &Ugg to tlre asliilg-bid, ouch as to a r'6ub6equeDt ask,rl

WheD a bid of 4 liT J!5te41ate1y follows a! aceietep respoDee that shows L, 2
ot 3 acea, lt a€ke f.T ia..' l-r'iooilcn of acrsi $rir:h 1, bid i{s suit; lrith 3, bid
the 6u.1t of the diseing ace; wfih 2, bid tle cheape! ace eDd show the otlrer over
n6!.+na? tE tulaar
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(u, urano SraJ! lorce

-ALthough in certain notluntr) auctloas the jump to 5 NT_is quentitative, . most
ju.aps to , NT ask parbDer to bid 6even in the agreed suit (or last-bid suit)
holding 2 of the 3 top tfillop honors, or to sigo off in t"unps otherwlse. Replies
u!de" sir< of tbe trun! sult are rlsed to 6hov one-ho4or holdirxgs $ith eLtra
lenEth.

(!) Etackwood

The bid of l, NT can have nanJ. dlffe"ent neanlngs in the systen, but it ls
!e!el quan-titatlve. If it is oot a tesponse to an askiog-bld, ot a trulp-ask'
or a request for ace-identificatio!, or an ace-step, or a deoial of support, or
a bid tbai aholrs clubs) or a signoff, then there is a fighting chance that it
is Blackwood.

Responses ale standa:.tl, ercept that the ioqui"y for kiEgs ts 5 NT gt-!!c
lqrest urbid eui.t, yrhlcheve" is cheaper. Kings axe thea Ehown by steps
(1st ste!=o, 2rd step-1..,r ih 6teF,1r).

dAMPI,NS

Q Ax
I  rxx
0 AJ x!xx
4 Kx

"  
aa

6+e

Responder
Q xt
I  Ax

* AQJ10n

Respc'ndet

5Nr"
7N?

Responder

0 K0x
+ KOx

Respo!der

3l"T'
7NT

a, 5 ca?ds o" nore
b, asking-bid ln clubs, dlanol]ds trunpo
c. two aces pl!€ chib k:ng
d. gland slarn force
e. one hono?, a sixth dierdood

Opene"
O Axa
9 AKQ
0 Axlrra
+ Arx

0p"":"
20-
3Qc
4NTE

a. 21-23, bslsrlced
b, fo"ci.ng, esks for €upport
c. 1 step; suppolt Plrls 0 o! 4 aces
d. trrufip-esk
e. 4 steps i kitrg-queen




